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The intomuon| on the rilitary reserve status of
students in univeraities in the USSR 1s generally applicable s of about
=id~1941 and, prodbably, later. 1In 194, the USSR hed over one million
ressrve officers. They were poorly treined and there was too large a
number of officers, These diffioulties oxisted primarily beosuse of the
rather ineffiofent Teserve system in foroe in the USSR befors 1939, Three
factors improved the reserve situation for the long range in 1939

(s) The drart #ge was lowered from 21 to 18,

() beginning in 1938 or 1859, high scheol gradustes were better trained
::: l‘u::toudy; zu-oby improving the quality of officers who cams

(c) from about 1938, STRY Poy was greatly inoreased and, therefore
and better students were available for the nnitury‘uohoorlec? » more

From 1939 all students vere drafted for oompulsory training of tw
or three yoare durntion ag the are of 18. Therefore, x"“tzey und::fent th‘i)n
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traiaing prior to attending a university or a technical institute. When

the young nen had finished their fwo or three voars in the army they

omerzed either as privates or noncommssioned officers in the reserve. After
graduating frou & university’  ctney were.ut once mede ressrve lieutenants.
Studenvs who graduated as dooii.a of medicine immedistely received the

rant of rceerve osmptein.

In theory, new reserve officers wftor gracueting from university, were
supposed to take two'romths of uAlitary training once every o yetrs. In
practioe this vcs rerely done. 1I1f the universily student pradusted in somo
technioul tfield, such us that of ongineering, he vius commissioned in his
speoialty. - Howuver, if he had rejored in such subjects as historv, literaturs,
or mathematios, he was then made a reserve iieutenunt of the zrr in which
ho had ‘served when he was a draftee. The "KeiVienKomat" (Heyoni Yoemni
Komnissariat - kilitary Commissarist of ,a Hayou) decided to wLich reserve
branch the university zraduste would bo' assigned. There were 2: "VoenKomats"
ia Xosocow and aleo, of course, one in aaoch "Royon" in country ::nas. The
"VoenKouats" wore staffed by mem who hald wmilitary ramk, but were primerily
politiosl in character rather than military. ' Their :eneral mission was to
have ready lists of people, eauipment, and training which woulcd be needed
in ovent of war. They listed those who should not be celled up for armed
service in event of hostilities, as well as those who should be.

The Soviet Govermment had difficulty in obtaining suff'icient reserve officers
for the artillery, air foroe, and navy, becauss there wure no olosely
comparable olvilian university progrems for these services. For a while

there was ulso & shortege of people, the chemicul service.
Therefore, therae existed an organiza oalle OAVIAKHIM® (Obshestvo
Sadeystvie Aviatii i Khimii - Organization to Aid Aviation an. : ;
Service)s The orgunization was so called prior to 1941, hterf%
1t vas celled "DOSARK™ (Dobnvolmyu Obshestvo ‘Sadeystvie Armii - Voluntary
Association to Aid the Army). "DOSARL™ wes intended to be of holp to both

the army end air force. "OSBOAVIAKHIM® was intended for young hi-h school 25X1
and university students and for young faotory workers, who wore ; iven

simple flight traininge At the end of this training they were made reserve
lleutcnanis of the Army Air Foroe and becume poor pilots. The association

wlso truined paratroopers. In about 1945 measures wore taken to inercuse

the quentity of officers available for the artillery and nevy. This was done 25X1
by creating eleven military high schools for the ground forces and four
achools for the navy. All students were the orphans of veteruns of World

War II. The hich schools for the ground forces were called the "Suvoreskii
Shicold or Uchilishi." The high schools for the navy were called the
“"Nakhimovskiye 8hkoli or Uchilishi,” Graduates of the Suvorov schools

went primarily to the artillery military schools, whereas those from the
Nekhimov schools went to the naval schools.

In re:ard to the question of how highly trained engineerin:, scientific,
mediocal and other specialists we rocured by the armed services, the
"Voonxoutl'\ hed lists of specialists who should

not be called up in event of war end of others who must be ocalled to tLa
colors. However, if the army wished to aoquire the services of an outstand-
ing epocia’‘et, even in peace time, it mede en informal request to the
"VoenKomat" to call up the speciulict snd the request vwas granted.
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